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The Importance of
Going Green

A
s a supplement to our July issue, PP&P is proud to
bring you the results of our first “Going Green” sur-
vey, in which we polled a random, nationwide pool of
health-system pharmacists to learn more about hospi-
tals’ commitment to environmentally sound policies

and purchasing practices. The data, presented in easy-to-read
charts and graphs, reveals a great deal of interest on the part of

today’s hospitals to reduce their envi-
ronmental impact, as well as valuable
opportunities for improvement in this area. It is our hope
that our readers will use this data to identify potential
advancements for their own institutions.   

Going forward, expect to see a bigger focus on environ-
mental issues on the pages of PP&P. Watch for articles
that provide guidance on building environmental respon-
sibility into your purchasing practices, for example.

Other tools can aid pharmacists in achieving environmental
responsibility in the workplace. Practice Greenhealth
(www.h2e-online.org) runs a listserv that allows its sub-
scribers to share information to facilitate environmental
improvements. In addition, the Florida Department of
Environmental Protection’s Pharmwaste listserv (http://
lists.dep.state.fl.us/cgi-bin/mailman/listinfo/pharmwaste)
serves as a forum for the discussion of issues surrounding
pharmaceutical waste management and its impact on the
environment. 

But the importance of “greener” practices does not
decrease outside the walls of a hospital. In fact, it is just as

vital to comprehend our individual environmental impact. As a means to this end, the
Berkeley Institute of the Environment has developed the CoolClimate Carbon
Footprint Calculator (http://coolclimate.berkeley.edu/), which allows you to deter-
mine your annual carbon footprint, based on your means of transportation, your house-
hold, and the food, goods, and services you consume.

We offer our thanks to the 203 health-system pharmacists who responded to our “Going
Green” survey. Your time and consideration is greatly appreciated. PP&P will conduct
additional surveys this year, so if you have not yet had the opportunity to contribute to
our nationwide pool of data on pharmacy practice, be on the look out for future oppor-
tunities to be a part of it! 

All the Best,

R. Mitchell Halvorsen
Publisher

GOING GREEN
When it comes to complete compliance with the
regulations issued by the multiple agencies that
oversee pharmaceutical waste management —
including EPA, DOT, states, and DEA — pharmacy
has their work cut out for them. Nonetheless, a
strong effort is currently underway, as 80% of 
facilities predict they will achieve full compliance
with most regulations within the next two years.

Regulatory Requirements
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Projected Timelines to Regulatory Compliance
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�DOT regulations are another challenge.
In two years’ time, only 78% predict they
will have achieved full compliance. A 
significant number of facilities (18%) have
yet to develop a compliance plan.

Compliance Plan Development
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�The majority of hospitals have 
developed their regulatory compliance
plans in-house. Among the consultants
being used are PharmEcology, Stericycle,
Environmental Resource Management,
and Environmental Health & Engineering.
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�Full compliance with EPA 
regulations continues to be a 
challenge with only 28% of facilities
reporting complete compliance.
However, much progress is expected
in the near term, as 83% of facilities
predict they will achieve full 
compliance within two years.

�There is a higher comfort level
reported with state regulations as
86% of facilities predict complete
compliance within two years. 

�Facilities report their highest compli-
ance rates with DEA regulations; 90% of
facilities predict they will be completely
compliant within two years. 
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