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Profitability

of Recycling Programs

29%

4 Revenue neutral programs are the
most common at 46%. The small
numbers of profitable recycling
programs were reported by larger
facilities with at least 300 beds.

Recycling Programs

71% of recycling programs operate at least at
break-even, with paper and cardboard the most
commonly recycled items. Most of these programs
(70%) are voluntary, and very few (5%) are prof-
itable. While 50% of hospitals report having bought
special equipment, such as bins, to support their
programs, 93% required no additional personnel to
manage their recycling efforts in the pharmacy.

Revenue Cost center Saves on Profitable v Not surprisingly, the low-hanging fruit —
disposal paper and cardboard — are the most
costs recycled items in the pharmacy. Glass and
packaging materials are the least-recycled
Recycling in the Pharmacy items on a consistent basis. KEY: Recycling Programs
63% W Always
58% Sometimes
M Never
44%
4%
Paper Cardboard  PCs and other Batteries Aluminum Glass Packaging
electronics Material

Additional Personnel to
Manage Pharmacy Recycling

. The vast majority of facilities report that additional
personnel resources were not necessary to manage the
recycling efforts within pharmacy.

Voluntary vs. Mandatory Programs

30%
70% Mandatory

Voluntary

4 Mandatory recycling programs are distinctly in
the minority.
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