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Bar Coded Medication Administration

�Implementations increased this year in facil-
ities of all sizes. However, those with 400+ beds
had the highest rates of new implementations,
growing to 37% this year from 21% in 2007.
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�BCMA adoption continues
to show significant growth, as
29% of hospitals now report
having a BCMA system in
place.  In 2007, the adoption
rate was 21% and in 2006, it
was just 18%.
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�In facilities scanning medications at
the bedside, bar code scanners/readers are
the most commonly utilized device. COWs,
computerized medication carts, laptop
PCs, and tablet PCs all showed growth in
use over last year. 

NOTE: Totals
exceed 100% as
many respondents
report using multi-
ple devices.
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KEY: Bar Code Scanning

Adoption of bar coded medication administration
(BCMA) systems continues its dramatic rise. Just as
BCMA implementations were up this year, planned
implementations over the next few years are also expect-
ed to increase. Pharmacists are extremely pleased with
their systems, and pharmacy involvement in purchasing
and implementing BCMA systems continues to expand.

BCMA systems received the second highest satis-
faction ratings among pharmacy automation

solutions this year.
For more information on BCMA vendors,

circle numbers 906 and 907 on the reader 
service card, or visit www.findit.pppmag.com.
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�Satisfaction with BCMA systems is
increasing, reflecting the increases in both 
system sophistication and user proficiency.
Overall satisfaction is at 95%, up from 83% in
2007. The increase in satisfaction is particu-
larly evident at the higher levels: Users rating
their systems as “good” or “excellent” have
climbed to 80%, from 64% in 2007, and just
51% in 2006.
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Projected Adoption of BCMA

�86% of hospitals have plans to
implement BCMA. The percentage
of hospitals with no plans to imple-
ment BCMA continues its down-
ward trend to 14% this year, from
17% in 2007 and 20% in 2006.

Pharmacy Involvement with BCMA

Pharmacy’s Role in BCMA Projects

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

Reasons for Not Adopting BCMA

Within 6

months
6 months-

1 ye
ar

1-2 ye
ars

2-3 ye
ars

3 ye
ars+

No plans to

implem
ent

6%

17%

33%

21%

9%

14%

69%

33%

25%

7%

Lack of

budget

Lack of su
pport

fro
m hospital

administr
ation Lack of 

inter
disci

plinary

coordination
See 

no need

�For those not planning to
implement BCMA, the main road-
block is budgetary constraint.  

�Pharmacy continues
its increasing involve-
ment as decision-makers
in the BCMA purchasing
process, as 67% of hospi-
tals report that pharma-
cy served in this role ver-
sus 60% in 2007.

Pharmacy’s Role in BCMA Implementation

Pharmacy as Decision-Maker 
in BCMA Purchases

�Pharmacy’s involve-
ment in BCMA projects
continues to rise, with 80%
of hospitals reporting that
pharmacy is either
“involved” or “highly
involved” in BCMA proj-
ects.

�An impressive 83% of hospitals report
that pharmacy was active in the implementa-
tion of their facilities’ bedside scanning sys-
tems, up from 76% in 2007.
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NOTE: Total
exceeds 100% 
as some facilities
indicate multiple
reasons for non-
adoption.


